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DONGARA–GERALDTON–NORTHAMPTON ROUTE 
Grievance 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.22 am]: Today I would like to grieve to the 
Minister for Transport about the proposed route of the southern section of the Dongara–Geraldton–Northampton 
bypass. It follows the petition opposing the proposed road corridor, which I tabled in this place on 18 October. It 
contained 1 141 signatures. To highlight the enormity of this issue, I will add that when I met with local community 
members shortly after the proposed route was announced, more than 60 residents turned up at very short notice. 
I have on three occasions requested from the minister’s office to have a face-to-face briefing regarding the road’s 
alignment. The first request was made on 23 June. These requests have fallen on deaf ears. I will speak to three case 
studies detailing landholders’ dealings with Main Roads Western Australia that I believe show a deficient process. 
Gary and Marion Davidson have owned the Moonyoonooka Store for 23 years. It is the hub of the local community. 
Located 11 kilometres east of Geraldton, there has been a store at this site for 103 years. For 23 years, the Davidsons 
have provided the tight-knit local community with fuel, groceries, papers and their post. On 22 June, the day of 
the minister’s media release announcing the new alignment for the southern section of the bypass, three Main Roads 
personnel turned up to the store with a map. I have a copy of the map here. The Main Roads personnel did most of 
the talking and remarked that the Davidsons had said very little. Understandably, they were in shock; the Main Roads 
map indicated their business and livelihood was about to be swallowed up. It was wedged between the proposed 
Oakajee Narngulu infrastructure corridor and the road. The Davidsons made it clear they were unhappy, and one of 
the Main Roads staff said, “We’ll have to buy you out.” Main Roads later denied having made this statement, saying, 
“We’re not in the business of buying shops, but if you need to sell, you won’t be happy with our offer.” It has been 
a very stressful few months for the Davidsons. At a follow-up meeting, Main Roads indicated that the store would 
remain, but the Davidsons came to realise access would become an issue since the Geraldton–Mount Magnet Road 
would have to be built up to account for the ONIC. The Main Roads map showed that the shop would be sandwiched 
between a truck lay-down area and a transport hub, the ONIC to the west and the new bypass to the east. Gary and 
Marion Davidson have no idea what the future holds. The store was to build their retirement. They are acutely aware 
that their store and the land it is on will be worth very little because they will be left landlocked. They assume that 
a multinational fuel company will build a big service station down the road. 
Raylene Fiorenza thought she was going to die as she sheltered under a bed the night cyclone Seroja hit 18 months 
ago. Raylene has had an eight-hectare block at Moonyoonooka for 24 years. She survived the cyclone, but lost 
everything—the house, sheds, garages, stables and yards, and her three horses and dog. When she was ordering 
a replacement transportable home, she rang Main Roads to see what plans there were for the bypass. The person 
she spoke to could not offer any information, but said they would call her back. They never did. She first heard about 
the new road alignment on 22 June when her friends alerted her to the social media chat. She emailed Main Roads, 
protested when she was offered a meeting in 10 days, and was granted an urgent meeting on 29 June. Main Roads 
staff showed up with an aerial photo of Raylene’s property, which was callously taken before the cyclone hit and 
showed the house and all the sheds that had been in place. The Main Roads map showed most of the block taken 
up by the road corridor. Raylene explained that she was going to build a house by the end of the year and that there 
was really only one suitable site for the house. Main Roads wanted to know whether she could relocate her house, 
adding that her preferred site would cost it more money. The Main Roads staff asked, “How close is too close?” 
She pointed out that it was not their money, but that of taxpayers. Main Roads’ suggestion was that it may have to 
buy the nature reserve to the west. Raylene was furious. She says the family who gifted that land to the shire 10 years 
ago did so because they wanted it to be a sanctuary for echidnas, possums and a number of bird species. She wonders 
whether Main Roads thinks that it is above the law. Raylene is adamant that she is not moving and that there really 
is only one suitable site on her block for her house. The cyclone was a traumatic experience. She lost her home 
and her beloved horses and dog. The rebuild has been a physical, financial and emotional battle ever since. Now 
Main Roads has interfered with where she wants to put her replacement home. 
Mat and Alana Birnie and their children live in a stone heritage home that has been in their family for 153 years. 
They are the sixth generation of the same family to live in their beautifully restored home on Minnenooka Road. 
The proposed road alignment threatens their home and lifestyle, their farming and mechanical businesses and their 
ability to build equity in their property. The yellow line on the map marking the road corridor lies just 150 metres 
from their home and traverses their two rectangular farming blocks diagonally, leaving triangular segments that 
are unworkable with modern machinery’s controlled traffic and precision agriculture systems. The road corridor 
crosses three watercourses and the Birnies’ only source of fresh water, a precious bore. Any infrastructure traversing 
their property would more than likely affect the availability of fresh water. This is an alluvial flood plain that is 
highly sought after, consistently producing three-and-a-half-tonne wheat crops. Their ancestors took up this property 
in the 1860s, living in huts and clearing, fencing and farming the land by hand. They carved out a living on the 
Greenough River flats. They have withstood drought, floods, plagues, heartbreak, the Depression and recessions 
with a continuous connection to country throughout. The Birnies say that their attachment to this land is as deep 
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as anyone else’s and no other parcel of land could replace it. Local planning laws in the past limited the minimum 
block size to 40 hectares, so Alana questions why Main Roads can move in and cut up blocks to suit itself, creating 
small islands of land that cannot be readily farmed. The Birnies say that absolutely no amount of compensation 
would suffice. 
Minister, I want to convey the bitter disappointment of these landowners about the manner in which people from 
Main Roads have conducted themselves in their dealings. The proposed alignment announced in June had never been 
mentioned previously. The landowners were ambushed by Main Roads; they were caught completely unaware. 
They have not slept soundly since. We can only imagine the stress of someone hearing second-hand that their property 
is to be carved up by a 500-metre road corridor. The Main Roads website points to a consultation process, but it is 
a complete sham. Landholders heard about this road after it was publicly announced. Similarly, the local government 
authority, the City of Greater Geraldton, was not informed of or involved in the consultation process. It was taken 
completely by surprise. All this was so that Main Roads could control the information flow. It is reminiscent of 
the situation encountered in Gelorup with the Bunbury Outer Ring Road. I call on the minister to go back to the 
drawing board and rethink the southern alignment and ensure that landowners and communities are treated with 
respect in this process. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.29 am]: I thank the member for the grievance. 
I want to go through the history of this project because it did not start this year. As the member knows, this planning 
study has been underway since 2015. I remember meeting a number of landowners who were concerned about the 
proposed routes put forward by the previous government and the uncertainty it left them in. A study has been 
underway. Originally, six options were presented to the community, with a single option released for public comment 
in 2020. At that time, a lot of feedback was received, particularly from the Walkaway community, on how the 
proposed alignment would break that community in half. I met a number of residents who were very concerned 
about that proposed alignment. They sought an assurance from the government that it would rethink the alignment 
because of what it would do to the Walkaway community. The member for Geraldton and I met with those 
residents—she might recall the meeting—who did not want the community of Walkaway being broken in half. 
We made a commitment to relook at the corridor. The easy thing for me to do would be to do nothing. It has crossed 
my mind a number of times, but I have an obligation on behalf of the entire community of Western Australia to 
follow through and finish the planning study during my time as minister for not just me, but for future ministers. 
Having a guaranteed planning corridor is very important. I could just say it is too hard and walk away, but it is 
incumbent on me to finalise a planning study. 
In 2020, the residents, the council and a lot of other people said that we have to relook at the project. I visited the 
Moonyoonooka Store and met with its owners at the time. They had particular concerns about their store’s future, 
and I will talk about that in a minute. A number of issues were raised. We relooked at the proposed corridor that was 
released this year. I want to outline a couple of things about that corridor. A 500-metre corridor has been announced. 
The idea is that we announce the corridor and then we meet with all the individuals impacted and work through 
their issues. That is what is happening. I have notes on a number of the issues raised by the member saying that 
Main Roads Western Australia has met with those residents and landowners to discuss, for example, the impact on 
the water supply and how we can limit or eliminate those impacts. Once we have identified a broad corridor, we will 
meet with all the individual landowners and try to minimise and eliminate the impact as much as possible, using 
existing boundaries where we can rather than cutting through properties. All those issues have been raised and that 
is what is happening. 
An attempt has been made to meet with all the landowners. Many meetings have been held but a few more are still 
to be held. The 70-kilometre corridor affects about 100 landowners in some way and four homes are located within 
the broader corridor. Again, we are trying to reduce and eliminate the impact of the corridor on those people. My 
priority has been to try to reduce that impact, wherever possible, on homes in particular. I understand that negotiations 
are happening with the owners of the Moonyoonooka Store about how they can relocate in the area for the future 
and retain some value in their business. They may not want to continue running the store for the next 50 to 100 years, 
but they want to ensure that their business retains its value, and I am keen to make sure that happens. All those 
negotiations are underway. 
Like I said, the easiest thing would be to do nothing, but I know that people want certainty. We have already been 
approached by two landowners in hardship who want to be able to sell and move on. If we leave all this unfinished, 
no-one will have certainty in the future. The other point that I made very clearly in my announcement is that nothing 
will happen until 2035; I have given that commitment. This will allow those people to have 10 to 15 years of absolute 
certainty. I am sure that incoming governments will make other commitments because by the time we go through 
all the approvals and get the required funding, it will be 10 to 15 years away or 2035. I have made the commitment 
too that nothing will happen to their property until then. But we have a process whereby, if people are in hardship or 
elderly and they want that certainty, they can ask for an acquisition earlier than would normally be the case. 
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I understand that this is difficult, but the previous option was rejected by the community and we had a lot of different 
responses. As part of the consultation process, we propose a corridor and then we talk about the actual alignment. 
In this case, the alignment has not been fixed and that is why the negotiations are underway. It is tough. I have 
been involved in council meetings in which, to be honest, the council was very aggressive, very dismissive and not 
respectful. People cannot conduct themselves in that way during a council meeting. The president cannot just try 
to—I would not say bully, but be so aggressive. When people do not want to help to deliver a result and all they want 
to do is throw stones and not get a community outcome, I am sorry but they discount themselves from the process. 
Everything that we have ever said or done has been misconstrued and mistruths have been told. We will continue 
to work with the community to minimise the impact and give certainty for the future. 
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